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Lotterywest Support 

Lotterywest have provided their support for the Nyoongar 
NRM Pathway project by funding the next three years to 
consolidate the QDHS site and to embed the Fremantle 
College site from 2019. 

This means that the Ballardong region will continue at the 
Quairading District High School and the re-configuration 
of the school’s plan to reflect the Cultural Heritage 
Strategy and the school Lesson Plans. This is to build on 
the good work completed in 2017-18. 

The embedding of the pathway into the Fremantle 
College will be different as it is a Senior High School and it 
is proposed to work closely with the young female 
students to establish a Girls Academy. This work will be 
still aligned with the Pathway and STEM in the school for 
the Wadjuk region around Fremantle. 
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Welcome 

I n F e b r u a r y 2 0 1 9 t h e 
N y o o n g a r N R M Pat h w a y 
project was given support by 
Lotterywest for a three year 
period for $1.2m. Thanks to 
Lotterywest support from 
Lorna Pritchard, Nerrida Hillier, 
Lucy Mallen and Samantha 
Harris for making the process 
easier. 

Quairading DHS 

The school has begun with a 
yarn and fire day with parents 
and students recently to 
confirm their support for the 
N y o o n g a r N R M Pat h w a y 
p r o j e c t . T h e s c h o o l ’ s  
Aboriginal committee have 
submitted their school plan to 
the regional office for approval 
and it is proposed to start back 
in the school in Semester 2. 

Quairading Shire 
Council 

Mr Graeme Fardon the CEO of 
the Shire will be supporting 
the Nyoongar NRM Pathway by 
working in partnership with the 
Coordinator to develop MoU’s 
with surrounding Shires and 
Schools. 

MAKARU - 
JUNE-JULY 

“HEAL THE LAND - 
HEAL THE PEOPLE”  
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This sponsorship allows the Nyoongar Nation to build in 
two of six regions where in future both will have some 
capacity to manage land being transferred across from 
the State and Commonwealth governments under the 
SNC. 
Makuru - The Winter -Season of Fertility - Coldest 
and wettest season of the year, more frequent gales and 
storms — June-July
Makaru sees the coldest and wettest time of the year 
come into full swing. Traditionally, this was a good time of 
the year to move back inland from the coast as the winds 
turned to the west and south bringing the cold weather, 
rains and occasionally snow on the peaks of the Stirling 
and Porongurup Ranges. 

As the waterways and catchments started to fill, people 
were able to move about their country with ease and thus 
their food sources changed from sea, estuarine and lake 
foods to those of the lands in particular the grazing 
animals such as the kangaroo. As well as a food source, 
animals provided people with many other things. For 
example, 'Yongar' or kangaroos not only provided meat 
but also 'bookas' (animal skin cloaks that were used as the 
nights became much cooler). Nothing was left; even the 
bones and sinews were used in the manufacturing of 
bookas and for hunting tools such as spears. 

Makuru is also a time for a lot of animals to be pairing up 
in preparation for breeding in the coming season. If you 
l o o k c a r e f u l l y , y o u m i g h t n o w s e e p a i r s o f 
'Wardongs' (ravens) flying together. You also notice these 
pairs not making the usual 'ark ark arrrrrk' that these birds 
are well known for when flying solo. Upon the lakes and 
rivers of the Southwest, you'll also start to see a large 
influx of the Black Swan or 'Mali' as they too prepare to 
nest and breed. 

Flowers that will start to emerge include the blues and 
purples of the Blueberry Lilly (Dianella revoluta) and the 
Purple Flags (Patersonia occidentalis). As the season 
comes to a close, you should also start to notice the white 
flowers of the weeping peppermint (Agonis flexuosa) as 
the blues start to make way for the white and cream 
flowers of Djilba.Ballardong Elders 
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SWALSC 

The South West Aboriginal 
Land and Sea Council 
(SWALSC) is right behind this 
project to ensure that a 
template for success 
developed and implemented 
in the other five regions. 

• Managing the land that is to 
be transferred across to 
SWALSC. 

• Developing new enterprises 
for Nyoongar employment 
and increasing the “black” 
economy. 

• Maintaining the Nyoongar 
connection to country but 
also providing access to 
cultural sites and 
ceremonies. 

• Strengthening cultural 
knowledge but also 
providing opportunities to 
build a stronger community 
at regional level. 

Muresk College 

The Muresk Institute located 
within Ballardong country is 
also a partner of this project. 

Located near Northam, Muresk 
will provide a great venue for 
educating and training our 
Ballardong people in land 
management practices. 

In 2018 six Ballardong Elders 
workshops were conducted at 
Muresk and also an excursion 
by the students from QDHS all 
supported by the Muresk 
Institute as a partner with the 
NRM Pathway program.
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Ballardong Elders
In 2019 it is proposed to introduce the Ballardong 
Elders to the ARC Discovery Project conducted jointly by 
Jumbunna Institute of Indigenous Education and 
Research (Jumbunna) at the University of Technology 
Sydney and the Native Nations Institute (NNI) at the 
University of Arizona (Jumbunna-NNI DP); and a current 
ARC Linkage Project (Indigenous nationhood LP).  

The Jumbunna-NNI team collaborated with two 
Aboriginal nations – Gunditjmara People and 
Ngarrindjeri Nation – to provide insights into the 
historical circumstances and political factors that 
influenced these nations’ decisions to create self-
governing systems. Pertinent to the proposed research, 
the Jumbunna-NNI DP produced a descriptive model of 
Indigenous nation building consisting of the iterative 
processes Identify as a nation Organise as a nation  Act 
as a nation (IOA) (Cornell 2015). 

There are 15 Units which will be introduced to the Elders 
to complete as part of the research project and assist 
them to build their Ballardong nation. Also these 
workshops will be held in all the Ballardong towns as we 
have been excluded from the Muresk Institute. 
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If you are interested in participating please contact 
the Project Manager David Collard (Warrdong) on 

mobile 0433 137 277.

Higher Education
The State NRM Office are now 
officially not partners with the 
Nyoongar Pathway project 
a f ter funding ceased in 
December 2018. The project 
would not be in the present 
position if not for the foresight 
and commitment by the office 
and staff like John Holley and 
Deb Slater-Lee. 

Partnerships with several 
g o v e r n m e n t a n d n o n -
government agencies will 
ensure the project efforts will 
not be in va in . Pos i t i ve 
partnerships include Curtin 
University led by Professor 
Kingsley Dixon and Professor 
R e n e e Yo u n g . F e l i c i t y 
Bradshaw and husband Don 
Bradshaw are getting ready to 
start implement their program 
“How to be a Bush Scientist”. 

 Fremantle College
In 2019 we have started a 
partnership with Fremantle 
College under the guidance of 
H e i d i M i p p y a n d M e r y l 
Oltmans. It is proposed to 
support the Girl’s Academy 
with the Nyoongar girls. 

Elders and children from the 
feeder primary schools at 
Coolbellup, Hilton, Hamilton 
Hill and Beaconsfield will be 
included in the Project. 
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