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Uluru Statement 
In 2017 the fight for our sovereign rights took another 
turn with the creation of the Uluru Statement. 

"We, gathered at the 2017 National Constitutional 
Convention, coming from all points of the southern sky, 
make this statement from the heart: 
Our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander tribes were the 
first sovereign Nations of the Australian continent and its 
adjacent islands, and possessed it under our own laws 
and customs. This our ancestors did, according to the 
reckoning of our culture, from the Creation, according to 
the common law from ‘time immemorial’, and according 
to science more than 60,000 years ago. 
This sovereignty is a spiritual notion: the ancestral tie 
between the land, or ‘mother nature’, and the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples who were born 
therefrom, remain attached thereto, and must one day 
return thither to be united with our ancestors. This link is 
the basis of the ownership of the soil, or better, of 
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Welcome 

I n F e b r u a r y 2 0 1 9 t h e 
N y o o n g a r N R M Pat h w a y 
project was given support by 
Lotterywest for a three year 
period for $1.2m. Thanks to 
Lotterywest support from 
Lorna Pritchard, Nerrida Hillier, 
Lucy Mallen and Samantha 
Harris for making the process 
easier. 

Quairading DHS 

The school has begun with a 
yarn and fire day with parents 
and students recently to 
confirm their support for the 
N y o o n g a r N R M Pat h w a y 
p r o j e c t . T h e s c h o o l ’ s  
Aboriginal committee have 
submitted their school plan to 
the regional office for approval 
and it is proposed to start back 
in the school in Semester 2. 

Quairading Shire 
Council 

Mr Graeme Fardon the CEO of 
the Shire will be supporting 
the Nyoongar NRM Pathway by 
working in partnership with the 
Coordinator to develop MoU’s 
with surrounding Shires and 
Schools. 

DJERAN - 
APRIL-MAY 

“HEAL THE LAND - 
HEAL THE PEOPLE”  
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sovereignty. It has never been ceded or extinguished, and 
co-exists with the sovereignty of the Crown. 
How could it be otherwise? That peoples possessed a 
land for sixty millennia and this sacred link disappears 
from world history in merely the last two hundred years? 
With substantive constitutional change and structural 
reform, we believe this ancient sovereignty can shine 
through as a fuller expression of Australia’s nationhood. 
Proportionally, we are the most incarcerated people on 
the planet. We are not an innately criminal people. Our 
children are aliened from their families at unprecedented 
rates. This cannot be because we have no love for them. 
And our youth languish in detention in obscene numbers. 
They should be our hope for the future. 
These dimensions of our crisis tell plainly the structural 
nature of our problem. This is the torment of our 
powerlessness. 
We seek constitutional reforms to empower our people 
and take a rightful place in our own country. When we 
have power over our destiny our children will flourish. 
They will walk in two worlds and their culture will be a gift 
to their country. 
We call for the establishment of a First Nations Voice 
enshrined in the Constitution. 
Makarrata is the culmination of our agenda: the coming 
together after a struggle. It captures our aspirations for a 
fair and truthful relationship with the people of Australia 
and a better future for our children based on justice and 
self-determination. 
We seek a Makarrata Commission to supervise a process 
of agreement-making between governments and First 
Nations and truth-telling about our history. 
In 1967 we were counted, in 2017 we seek to be heard. 
We leave base camp and start our trek across this vast 
country. We invite you to walk with us in a movement of 
the Australian people for a better future." 

Djeran - The Autumn -Season of Adulthood, Times of 
marriages and ceremonies - June-July
Becoming cooler with winds from Southwest. The loud flute-
like carling of the Kulbardi (Magpie) is distinctive. According 
to the Nyoongar story the magpie fought with the crow; the 
crow threw the magpie in a hot fires; the white ash streaked 
the magpie’s feathers white.
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SWALSC 

The South West Aboriginal 
Land and Sea Council 
(SWALSC) is right behind this 
project to ensure that a 
template for success 
developed and implemented 
in the other five regions. 

• Managing the land that is to 
be transferred across to 
SWALSC. 

• Developing new enterprises 
for Nyoongar employment 
and increasing the “black” 
economy. 

• Maintaining the Nyoongar 
connection to country but 
also providing access to 
cultural sites and 
ceremonies. 

• Strengthening cultural 
knowledge but also 
providing opportunities to 
build a stronger community 
at regional level. 

Muresk College 

The Muresk Institute located 
within Ballardong country is 
also a partner of this project. 

Located near Northam, Muresk 
will provide a great venue for 
educating and training our 
Ballardong people in land 
management practices. 

In 2018 six Ballardong Elders 
workshops were conducted at 
Muresk and also an excursion 
by the students from QDHS all 
supported by the Muresk 
Institute as a partner with the 
NRM Pathway program.
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Marri tree is the ‘medicine tree’; liquid red gum oozing from it 
is antiseptic (contains tannin) and was used to prevent 
bleeding, infection and flies. The dried gum from Marri was 
used to treat diarrhoea & dysentery. Numbit, Marri blossom 
soaked in water to make a honey-sweet beverage, was relished 
by the Nyoongar people. Djiridji (Zamia) seeds would be 
processed for up to  four weeks before eating either raw or 
roasted. Zamia is an ancient plant from the dinosaur era.

Ballardong Elders
Over time it has become more and more apparent that 
some Nyoongar are feeling left out so I again implore all 
Ballardong Nyoongars to join up and participate in the 
events happening right in front of them. This project is for 
all Ballardong people so come and play your part. 

The Ballardong Elders Council is there for all Elders and 
new workshops will be conducted in 2019 so come along 
and share. The Quairading District High School will be 
expanding next year to include curriculum to most of the 
students at the school so more Elders are required.  Also 
the expansion to Fremantle Colleges happening so join 
up. 

Thank you to all those Ballardong Nyoongars who 
participated in the NRM Pathway Program in 2018 and we 
hope to see you again in 2019.
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If you are interested in participating please contact 
the Project Manager David Collard (Warrdong) on 

mobile 0433 137 277.

Higher Education
The State NRM Office are now 
officially not partners with the 
Nyoongar Pathway project 
a f ter funding ceased in 
December 2018. The project 
would not be in the present 
position if not for the foresight 
and commitment by the office 
and staff like John Holley and 
Deb Slater-Lee. 

Partnerships with several 
g o v e r n m e n t a n d n o n -
government agencies will 
ensure the project efforts will 
not be in va in . Pos i t i ve 
partnerships include Curtin 
University led by Professor 
Kingsley Dixon and Professor 
R e n e e Yo u n g . F e l i c i t y 
Bradshaw and husband Don 
Bradshaw are getting ready to 
start implement their program 
“How to be a Bush Scientist”. 

 Fremantle College
In 2019 we have started a 
partnership with Fremantle 
College under the guidance of 
H e i d i M i p p y a n d M e r y l 
Oltmans. It is proposed to 
support the Girl’s Academy 
with the Nyoongar girls. 

Elders and children from the 
feeder primary schools at 
Coolbellup, Hilton, Hamilton 
Hill and Beaconsville will be 
included in the Project. 
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