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MAKURU - JUNE/JULY 
“HEAL THE LAND - HEAL THE PEOPLE” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Makuru 
The cold fronts that have until now brushed the lower south 
west coast begin to cross further north, and gales and storms 
occur with increasing frequency. This is usually the wettest 
part of the year. Cauliflower Hakea, Hakea Victoria, Prickly 
Moses, Scarlet Banksia, Native Wisteria, Bacon and eggs 
plants and Leucopogon Apiculatus(heath) all flowering during 
this time. July and August are the best month to see the 
Southern Right Whales at Point Ann. 

Where has all the rain gone? Lots of changes are starting to 
be felt by the landholders but also the Traditional Owners. 
Passing on this knowledge needs to happen sooner than later 
the intergenerational transfer of cultural knowledge is now 
happening. 

 
Major Sponsor - State NRM Office 
The project received a grant from the State Natural Resource 
Management Office to establish the Nyoongar NRM Pathway 
project over 2017/2018. The State Director John Holley and 
his team provide good support and advice to the project to 
increase the number of Aboriginal people involved in NRM. 

Deb Slater-Lee will be providing support to ensure all project 
KPI’s are achieved and the grant will be managed within 
SWALSC. 

Welcome 
 

This is the 4th edition of the 
newsletter and so far all has 
been successfully reported. 
Nyungars within the 
Ballardong region have been 
provided with four newsletters 
to keep everyone up to date 
with the project. 

 
Quairading DHS 

 
In Term 1 2017 the project 
looked in trouble with only one 
school teacher being recruited 
to the project. However, the 
response of the school 
teachers over Term 1 and Term 
2 saw this number increase to 
3. At the beginning of Term 3 
we now have 6 teachers 
wanting to participate in the 
project. Well done to Helen 
Fraser the coordinator of the 
teachers. The Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) is still to 
be signed off. 

 
Quairading Shire 
Council 

Mr Graeme Fardon the CEO of 
the Shire will be supporting 
the Nyoongar NRM Pathway by 
working in partnership with the 
Coordinator to develop MoU’s 
with surrounding Shires and 
Schools. This will ensure that 
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SWALSC 
 

SWALSC is starting to ramp back 
up again since the Amendments 
to the Native Title Act went 
through both Houses of 
Parliament in May. Although staff 
have been decreased due to 
budget constraints SWALSC will 
be revamping their staffing to 
ensure the SNC can be rolled out 
soon. The project will still achieve 
success and work with the 
Nyoongar community in 
Ballardong country 

* by holding community 
meetings and through the 
election of SWALSC Board 
members and 

* then the Ballardong Board 
members. 

* Hopefully in 2018 will see the 
recruitment of the Staff for the 
Ballardong PBC. 

* As Ballardong members we all 
need to think about where we 
think the Ballardong PBC will 
have its office located. 

* It is proposed to establish the 
Ballardong Elders Council in 
Term 3 and two workshops will 
be conducted soon. 

 
Muresk College 

 
The Muresk Institute located 
within Ballardong country is also 
a partner of this project. Located 
near Northam, Muresk will 
provide a great venue for 
educating and training our 
Ballardong people in land 
management practices. It is 
proposed to conduct several 
workshops over the two year 
period at Muresk. 

Ballardong Country - Kondinin (Mallee Moort) 
Lots of Nyoongars have been working their traditional lands 
for several generations and in recent times some have been 
caring for country as leaders. The Mallee Moort mob based in 
Kondinin have been doing this over a very long period. The 
establishment of mallee farms within the wheatbelt region 
now classified as marginal was established in the early 1990’s. 

Working in partnership with Australian Conservation 
Foundation and local farmers the Mallee mob started seed 
collection and propagation of native plants to assist in the 
fight against salinity. 

Elders Uncle Don and Aunty Sylvia Collard are leaders in the 
fight against salinity in the far eastern wheatbelt region and 
over the years with their family have been passing down the 
Traditional Ecological Knowledge of the region 

 

 
Aunty Sylvia and Uncle Don Collard at home in Kondinin 

 
The Collard family have been involved in land management 
for decades even since Wadgellas first came upon Nyoongar 
country. The Collard’s use to win lots of clearing contracts 
from Brookton right out to Hyden. 

Many times, they suggested to the new farmers to leave the 
bush along the hillsides as windbreaks from wind erosion and 
then they also suggested that along the creeks and waterways 
they leave vegetation as a buffer zone for the little critters.  
But the responses were the same “more acres cleared - the 
more bushels could be harvested - the more bushels the more 
pounds that was to be made” . 
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How will the project help? 
 

The Nyoongar NRM Pathway 
Ballardong project will endeavour to 
instil cultural change within the 

Nyoongar community by the 
following processes: 

• The intergenerational transfer 
of traditional cultural 
knowledge from the Elders to 
the young people to ensure the 
protection of the Nyoongar 
culture. 

• The cooperation and support 
of the local school to include 
Nyoongar culture into the 
school and class plans over 2017 
and 2018. 

• The establishment of the 
Ballardong Nyoongar Elders 
Council which will encourage 
and support the Nyoongar 
NRM Pathway project. 

How can you help? 
 

The pilot project will be operating in 
Quairading to establish strong 
Nyoongar ways of working with the 
school, shire and other agencies over 
the two year period. 

If you are interested in participating 
please contact the Project Manager 
David Collard on mobile 0433 137 277 

 
This mismanagement of land in agriculture caused a lot of 
damage to the land and the flora and fauna where several 
hundreds of species are gone for good. 

 

Ballardong Elders Council 
The first Ballardong Elders workshop is now calling for 
nominations from Elders within the Ballardong region. So if 
you feel you are the family Elder in your town and would  
like to be part of the first Ballardong workshop then please 
contact Wardong now to register your interest. 

The first workshop will focus on the Ballardong members 
working as a group to set the agenda for the future 
workshops and identifying the Ballardong Elders. The 
workshop will also look at the governance structures that 
they as Elders believe need to be put in place for the Elders 
to have a say in all Ballardong business in future. 

Please contact Wardong now to register your interest to 
become part of the Ballardong Elders Council on mobile 
0433 137 277. 

This project is very grateful to the sponsorship provided by 
the State NRM Office. 
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Ballardong Elders Workshop 
The time has come for all the Ballardong Elders to 
come together for the first Ballardong Elders 
Workshop and to establish the Ballardong Elders 
Council. All Elders are welcome to the workshop that 
will commence at 10am sharp at the Muresk College 
near Northam. 

Please call Wardong on 0433 137 277 to confirm your 
attendance.

 1

Ballardong Elders Workshop 
19TH SEPTEMBER 2017 

Our 
Past 
                                                                 
All our 
families 
need to 
remember our past. The 
workshop will connect our past 
to our future. 

Our Ancestors 
               

Come share your connection to 
Ballardong country and share 
your stories of your families. 

Our Future 
            

SWALSC and the NRM Project 
together are providing the 
opportunity to establish the 
Ballardong Elders Council, so 
come along and be part of 
history.

GOVERNANCE 
Establish 

Ballardong Elders 
Council

1
CULTURE 

Provide Cultural 
Authority

2
LEADERSHIP 

Lead the 
Ballardong people
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