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DJERAN  
Ant season (season of the adulthood) April - May

Djeran season at last sees a break in the really hot weather. 
A key indicator of the change of season is the cool nights 
that once again bring a dewy presence for us to discover in 
the early mornings.

The winds have also changed, especially in their intensity, 
with  light  breezes  being  the  go  and  generally  swinging 
from southerly directions (i.e.  south east to south west). 
Many flying ants can be seen cruising around in the light 

winds.

Banksias start to display their flowers, ensuring that there are nectar 
food sources for the many small  mammals and birds that rely upon 
them.

Traditionally, foods at this time of year included the seeds that had 
been collected and stored for treatment from the Zamia last season 
along with the root bulbs of the Yanget (Bullrushes), fresh water fish, 
frogs and turtles.

As the season progresses, the nights will become cooler and damper 
along with some cool and rainy days.

How will the project help?

The Nyoongar NRM Pathway project will endeavour to instil cultural 
change within the Ballardong Nyoongar community by the following 
processes:

• The intergenerational transfer of traditional cultural knowledge from the
Elders to the young people to ensure the protection of the Nyoongar
culture.

• The cooperation and support of the local school to include Nyoongar
culture into the school and class plans over 2017 and 2018.

• The establishment of the Ballardong Nyoongar Elders Council which will
encourage and support the Nyoongar NRM Pathway project.

How can you help?

The pilot project will be operating in Quairading to establish strong 
Nyoongar ways of working with the school, shire and other agencies over 
the two year period. 

If you are interested in participating please contact the Project Manager 
David Collard on mobile 0433 137 277
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Welcome 

What a way to start the day 

Quairading DHS 

Term 1 saw the recruitment of 
3 Teachers to the pilot 
program and in Term 2 we 
now have started to include 
Nyoongar culture into these 
Teachers Lesson Plans. These 
Lesson Plans are within the 
Science and HASS classes 
which is looking at Civic and 
Citizenships. 

Quairading Shire 
Council 

Mr Graeme Fardon the CEO 
of the Shire will be 
supporting the Nyoongar 
NRM Pathway by working in 
partnership with the 
Coordinator to develop 
MoU’s with surrounding 
Shires and Schools. This will 
ensure that regional 
communities benefit from the 
Pathway project offered 
within the Shire. 

DJERAN - APRIL / MAY
“HEAL THE LAND - HEAL
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Quairading District High School

People ask why set up a Pilot project in the Quairading District High 
School? 

Well there are many factors that Wadgellas do not take into account when 
designing, developing and implementing projects that specifically target 
Aboriginal people.

One of the first factors that support the pilot being established in 
Quairading is the number of Elders residing within the small wheatbelt 
town. To support the inter-gernerational transfer of cultural knowledge 
from the Nyoongar Elders to the youth we need to have sufficient numbers 
of Elders to support the pilot.

Another factor is the proximity of Quairading to all the other towns within 
the Ballardong region but also within the Wheatbelt region, the towns also 
identified that could be part of this pilot include: York, Beverley, Brookton, 
Corrigin, Bruce Rock, Kellerberrin, Tammin, Cundedin, and Northam.

The availability of the school to trial the pilot with their student’s is 
another but also the support of the Teachers to be broad minded and 
include Aboriginal culture into their Lesson Plans is another factor.

Also good people make good projects and this small town based in the 
centre of the wheatbelt region took up the challenge to try something 
different and to provide another option for their children. Hopefully with 
the support of the other towns and the nyoongar community this pilot will 
enable more students to study land management and to become part of the 
economy within the wheatbelt sector.

Nyoongar NRM Pathway �2

SWALSC 

SWALSC have provided 
substantial support to the project 
so far with Jai Wilson the 
Communication Manager 
assisting to complete the 
project’s Communication Plan.  

A monthly meeting is conducted 
with the SWALSC CEO, CFO, and 
CO to ensure the project stays on 
track. It is proposed that this 
project will assist in the following: 

• Single Nyoongar Claim 
outcomes to manage 320,000 
hectares of land to be 
transferred across to SWALSC. 

• SWALSC will need Nyoongar 
Land Managers to manage the 
proposed land being 
transferred across but also to 
manage the existing 55,000 
hectares of land owned by 
Nyoongars. 

• SWALSC also sees the benefit 
of acquiring more land in the 
future as Nyoongars become 
more skilled in land 
management. 

• SWALSC also sees the need to 
have a skilled workforce to 
assist with the joint 
management process with the 
State Government. 

Muresk College 

The Muresk Institute located 
within Ballardong country is also 
a partner of this project. 

Located near Northam, Muresk 
will provide a great venue for 
educating and training our 
Ballardong people in land 
management practices. 




