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Chairperson's Message 

The last six months have been a busy time for SWALSC.  
Since the six authorisation meetings were held in early 2015, 
SWALSC has been working towards the registration and 
implementation of the six Noongar Indigenous Land Use 
Agreements (ILUAs) and the creation of the Noongar 
Corporations.  This work has been in addition to performing 
the functions of a Native Title Service Provider and dealing 
with Future Act applications. 

The work towards the creation of the Noongar corporations 
was put on hold as a result of the Federal Court’s decision in 
the McGlade case.  This decision prevented the Registrar of 
the National Native Title Tribunal (NNTT) from considering the 
Whadjuk, Ballardong, South West Boojarah and Wagyl Kaip 
ILUAs for registration. 

Given the mandate delivered by the six Authorisation 
Meetings, the Board, together with the CEO needed consider 
the various options to find a solution that would reflect the 
decision of the Noongar people. 

The CEO and staff at SWALSC negotiated tirelessly to find a 
way forward that would get the agreement back on track and 

to enable us to pursue the registration of the ILUAs. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, we would like to thank our 
Noongar people for their patience while we worked through 
these issues, and the SWALSC CEO and all the SWALSC 
staff for their dedication and commitment. 

The Board has been very proactive in ensuring that the 
governance and financial position of SWALSC has remained 
strong and that all the necessary policies and procedures 
have been adhered to.  We are encouraged by the good 
results of the recent ORIC Audit into SWALSC’s financial 
management, good governance, best practices and activities. 

The Board embraces the work that has been done to date, 
and looks forward to working with all Noongar people so we 
can come together and continue to 
build a stronger Noongar Nation.  One 
where we can heal our ‘Moort’, care for 
our ‘Boodja’, and pass on our ‘Kaatitjin’ 
to future generations.  

 

Kindest Regards,  

Jeanice Krakouer  
Chairperson  

CEO’s Message 

In February 2017, following the McGlade decision, I wrote to 
you all and promised that SWALSC would do all it could to 
ensure that the decisions made by the Noongar community at 
the Authorisation Meetings would be honoured; that all six 
Noongar ILUAs could become registered; and that the 
negotiated Agreement would be implemented. 

Since February, all of us at SWALSC have been working hard 
to find a path forward to making it possible for the ILUAs to be 
registered.  We sought legal advice, and formed the view that 
the best path forward would be for the Native Title Act to be 
amended to restore the way the Act was interpreted before 
the McGlade decision was handed down. 

SWALSC worked closely with Native Title Representative 
Bodies across Australia to get their support for this solution, 
and together we approached the Commonwealth government 
to amend the Native Title Act. 

On the 14
th
 of June, the Commonwealth Parliament passed 

The Native Title Amendment (Indigenous Land Use 
Agreements) Bill 2017, that fixed the problems with the Native 
Title Act that were identified by the Federal Court in the 
McGlade decision. 

This new law allows the Registrar to consider all six Noongar 
Indigenous Land agreements for registration, and means that 
we are now back on track towards implementing the ILUAs 
the Noongar people authorised in early 2015. 

There are still some administrative and legal hurdles to 
overcome before the ILUAs become operational, but being 
able to submit the ILUAs for registration 
is an important step forward.  We will 
continue to keep you updated as we 
work through the remaining 
administrative and legal hurdles 
towards implementation. 

Wayne Nannup 

CEO 



The Path to Implementation 

CEO Wayne Nannup, recently met with the new Minister for 
Aboriginal Affairs, the Hon Ben Wyatt MLA, to discuss the 
McGowan government’s commitment to implementing the 
South West Native Title Settlement that the Noongar people 
negotiated with the previous Barnett government. 

Minister Wyatt issued a public media statement following the 
meeting, repeating the same assurances he gave during the 
meeting that: "The State Government looks forward to 
working with the South West Aboriginal Land and Sea Council 
to finalise the South West Native Title Settlement as soon as 
possible." 

The WA Government and SWALSC are both committed to 
implementing the Settlement and will continue to prepare for 
the registration and implementation of the six Noongar 
Indigenous Land Use Agreements (ILUAs), and the creation 
of the Noongar Corporations. 

Noongar Boodja Trustee 

Perpetual Trustee Company Limited remains the ‘Trustee in 
Waiting’ and will be formally appointed to commence its role 
as the Trustee at the ‘Trust Effective Date’. This date will 
occur following the conclusive registration of the ILUAs. The 
Interim Period Advisory Group will continue to advise 
Perpetual until the commencement of the Settlement. 

Establishment of the Noongar 
Corporations 

SWALSC can now resume the planning and preparation work 
for the Pre-incorporation Meetings.  At these meetings, the 
Noongar community will make important decisions about the 
establishment of the six Noongar Regional Corporations, and 
Central Services Corporation. 

SWALSC will continue its role as a Native Title Service 
Provider during this time, undertake the pre-Settlement 
obligations on behalf of the Noongar Agreement Groups, and 
carry out any preparatory work required for the 
implementation of the Settlement. 

SWALSC will also continue to support the operation of the 
Noongar Standard Heritage Agreements and the identification 
and selection of potential land for the future Noongar Land 
Estate.  SWALSC continues to be funded by the Federal 
Government as a Native Title Service Provider during this 
interim period. 

What happens now with Future Acts? 

Until all six of the Noongar ILUAs are successfully registered 
by the National Native Title Tribunal and the Settlement 
formally commences, the future act provisions of the Native 
Title Act continue to apply across the South West.  SWALSC 
and the Working Parties will continue to deal with future acts 
under the Native Title Act until the ILUAs commence. 

Hon Ben Wyatt MLA, WA Minister for Aboriginal Affairs (L) and Wayne Nannup, CEO, SWALSC (R). 



SWALSC Director Elections 
By now, all SWALSC members should have received an 
election notice in the mail.  If you have not received your 
election notice, then please phone the SWALSC office on  
(08) 9358 7400 to update your address details and ask for a 
notice to be posted to you.  The notice and other information 
related to the election can also be viewed on our webpage at: 
www.noongar.org.au/news-and-events/ 

SWALSC members who want to nominate for election need to 
be sure that they meet the eligibility requirements and return 
their nomination to the Returning Officer by 12 noon, 3 August 
2017.  The SWALSC Rules and Election Rules can be viewed 
on our webpage at: www.noongar.org.au/rules/ or at the 
SWALSC office. 

The requirements in these Rules are strictly enforced for all 
candidates.  For example, candidates need to provide a 
prescribed National Police Clearance Certificate that is less 
than twelve months old with their nomination, not sometime 
after they nominate.  National Police Clearance Certificates 
can take some time to process, so people who are 
considering nominating should apply for a current certificate  
(if they do not already have one) as soon as possible.  
Candidates must also nominate for the ward for which they 
are a member, not a different ward. 

Eligible candidates are encouraged to submit a passport 
photo and a written profile of no more than 150 words 
informing SWALSC members about the reasons they believe 
they would be a good Director.  Topics that candidates 
sometimes address in their 150 word profiles include: the 
experiences and skills they have in the governance of 
corporations or community organisations; the qualities they 
would bring to the role of SWALSC Director; some of their 
notable achievements; and their goals for the Board. 

These candidate profiles will be posted in the Election Kit with 
the ballot papers to SWALSC members 25 August 2017.  The 
Election Kit will also contain a Reply-Paid envelope, in which 
each individual SWALSC member will place their completed 
ballot paper and voting declaration, and mail to the Returning 
Officer before the close of poll at 10:00am 9 October 2017.  
Candidates must not touch, collect or interfere with any other 
member’s ballot paper. 

Once elected, Directors are required to act in a professional 
manner; respect internal protocols of Noongar communities; 
observe the disclosure of interest policy; treat information on 
an “In-Confidence” basis; work towards the Objects of 
SWALSC, assist in developing the strategic direction of the 
organisation, and act in the interest of the Corporation at all 
times. 

The people who are elected as Directors also to be able to 
commit to a three-year term.  The Board meets at least four 
times a year, with additional sub-committee meetings held 
between Board meetings.  Directors are required, under the 
Code of Conduct, to attend all meetings.  Directors may also 
be required to serve as the initial Directors of the Central 
Services Corporation in the event that the ILUAs become 
registered and the Noongar people decide for SWALSC to 
transition into the Central Services Corporation. 

Directors are not paid sitting fees.  The Travel Assistance 
policy permits the payment of a vehicle allowance for travel 
within the SWALSC NTRB area in order to attend authorised 
meetings, and the payment of meal and accommodation 
allowances when required. 

All question relating to the nomination and election process 

should be directed to the Returning Officer, Shawn Boyle, by 

email to: shawn@boyleandassociates.com.au or by phoning 

him on his mobile at 0409 683 546. 

Meetings on Country 

SWALSC CEO, Wayne Nannup, recently met with the Hon 
Ken Wyatt MP, Commonwealth Minister for Aged Care and 
Indigenous Health, to discuss the Commonwealth 
Government’s Native Title Amendment Bill. 

The Commonwealth Government and the Opposition 
worked together to pass the Bill through Parliament, 
because they understood that it was never the intention of 
Parliament, when they passed the Native Title Act, to allow 
a single Named Applicant to be able to veto a decision 
made by an entire Native Title Claim Group. 

The Bill to amend the Native Title Act was also consistent 
with recommendations made by the Australian Law Reform 
Commission in its Connection to Country Report, that 
Registered Native Title Claimants should be able to act by 
majority if they so choose. 

Wayne and Ken also discussed opportunities that might 
arise for the Noongar Corporations to engage with the 
provision of aged care, health care, and rehabilitation 
services for Noongar people once the ILUAs are registered 
and the Noongar Corporations are operational. 

Commonwealth Minister for Aged Care and Indigenous Health, 

Hon Ken Wyatt MP (L) and Wayne Nannup, CEO, SWALSC (R). 
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 SWALSC 

In May this year, over 250 Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Delegates from across Australia, including 15 
Noongar delegates, gathered at the First Nations 
National Constitutional Convention in  Uluru.  Over 
four days, the delegates came together to discuss the 
constitutional recognition of Indigenous Australians. 

When asked to respond to the question ‘what 
constitutional recognition means to them’, the 
Delegates answered with one voice that they did not  
want Constitutional recognition if it only meant a 
simple and symbolic acknowledgement of the 
existence of Aboriginal people.  The Delegates instead 
adopted the ‘Uluru Statement from the Heart’ which 
made it clear that they wanted real and substantial 
constitutional reform that delivers truth-telling; treaty; 
and a voice in Parliament. 

The Statement begins with an acknowledgement that 
Aboriginal sovereignty is a spiritual notion, an 
ancestral tie to the land that has never been 
surrendered, but that coexists with the sovereignty of 
the Crown.  The Statement goes on to say:  

“With substantive constitutional change and structural 
reform, we believe this ancient sovereignty can shine 
through as a fuller expression of Australia’s 
nationhood.  

Proportionally, we are the most incarcerated people 
on the planet. We are not an innately criminal people. 
Our children are aliened from their families at 
unprecedented rates. This cannot be because we 
have no love for them. And our youth languish in 
detention in obscene numbers. They should be our 

hope for the future.  

These dimensions of our crisis tell plainly the structural 
nature of our problem. This is the torment of our 
powerlessness.  

We seek constitutional reforms to empower our 
people and take a rightful place in our own country. 
When we have power over our destiny our children 
will flourish. They will walk in two worlds and their 
culture will be a gift to their country.  

We call for the establishment of a First Nations Voice 
enshrined in the Constitution.  

Makarrata [the Yolungu word for ‘treaty’] is the 
culmination of our agenda: the coming together after a 
struggle. It captures our aspirations for a fair and 
truthful relationship with the people of Australia and a 
better future for our children based on justice and self-
determination. 

We seek a Makarrata Commission to supervise a 
process of agreement-making between governments 
and First Nations and truth-telling about our history.  

In 1967 we were counted, in 2017 we seek to be 
heard. We leave base camp and start our trek across 
this vast country. We invite you to walk with us in a 
movement of the Australian people for a better future. 

If you would like to learn more about the Uluru 
Statement, and lend your voice in support for the call 
for real constitutional change that would empower 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and give 
us a real voice in Australia’s Constitution, then visit 
www.1voiceuluru.org 
 

Image above: Delegates to the Uluru Convention. (photo credit: Jimmy Widders Hunt.) 

Noongar delegates to the convention included: Gail Barrow, Jason Barrow, Gail Beck, Shelley Cable, David Collard, Joe Collard, Jesse Fleay, Sally 

Anne Gamble, Collleen Hayward, Ezra Jacobs, Oral McGuire, Sue Oakley, Dennis Simmons, Malcolm Williams, and Victor Woodley. 

Uluru Convention Delegates  

Push for More Than Recognition 


