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Nyoongar Knowledge & 
Scientific Knowledge 
Curtin University professor and eminent botanist Professor 
Kingsley Dixon is the WA Scientist of the Year in 2016, 
recognition of his efforts in conservation science, 
restoration ecology and plant science. Kingsley through 
our partnership with Curtin University has made three visits 
to Quairading DHS to share his knowledge of the 
Wheatbelt region. Other Curtin Professors to visit 
Quairading DHS and share their knowledge are Jennifer 
McIllwain, Renee Young and Mick O’Leary. Professor 
Kingsley will be visiting in future Terms to ensure the 
students become stewards of the wheatbelt bush or 
“Carers of Country”. 

Welcome 
The program has been very 
successful since we started in 
January 2017 . I am glad to 
report that we have a strong 
partnership with the school 
and Curtin University and the 
Shire. Success is just around 
the corner. 

Quairading DHS 
So far we started with one 
teacher and the Principal on 
board in January and now we 
have six teachers including the 
Principal supporting the 
program and writing up 
Lesson Plans that include 
Nyoongar information. This 
support will see students 
receive special knowledge 
from Nyoongar Elders and 
Professors. 

Quairading Shire 
Council 
Mr Graeme Fardon the CEO of 
the Shire will be supporting 
the Nyoongar NRM Pathway 
by working in partnership with 
the Coordinator to develop 
MoU’s with surrounding Shires 
and Schools. This will ensure 
that regional communities 
benefit from the Pathway 
project offered within the 
Shire. 

DJILBA - JULY-AUGUST 
“HEAL THE LAND - HEAL THE PEOPLE” 

EAL OUR 
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Ballardong Elders 
Over recent months the need to highlight our Nyoongar 
Elders has become more urgent and today I would like to 
introduce Mrs June Kickett and Mr Newton Kickett who left 
us just recently but both of these Elders have been 
attached to the land surrounding Tammin. Both were born 
at Badjaling and seem to be soul mates from the very start 
and their love for each other is surpassed by the love for 
all their children and family. 

Newton began his stewardship for Tammin and 
surrounding areas up to and beyond Tammin north to 
Yamatji line and east to Merredin. He worked like all the 
Nyoongar for the local farmers such as old Walter Gardiner 
and others surrounding Tammin so they could still care for 
their country. Later working for the railways, Shire and all 
the while playing sport such as Football. 

June was always by his side and had five kids that still 
maintain a strong connection to their country. Newton’s 
family helped the early settlers establish their farms and 
worked as shepherds and farm hands. June made sure the 
children were taught the Nyoongar ways passed down 
from her family too and today their kids are doing the 
same to their kids. 

  
 
 
 

SWALSC 
The South West Aboriginal 
Land and Sea Council 
(SWALSC) supports this pilot 
project as a possible example 
of how similar schemes could 
be developed and 
implemented in the other five 
regions. 

• Developing new enterprises 
for Nyoongar employment 
and increasing the “black” 
economy. 

• Maintaining the Nyoongar 
connection to country but 
also providing access to 
cultural sites and 
ceremonies. 

• Strengthening cultural 
knowledge but also 
providing opportunities to 
build a stronger community 
at regional level. 

Muresk College 
The Muresk Institute located 
within Ballardong country is 
also a partner of this project. 

Located near Northam, 
Muresk provides a great venue 
for educating and training our 
Ballardong people in land 
management practices. 

It is proposed to conduct 
several workshops over the 
two year period at Muresk for 
the young Nyoongar aspirants 
but also support the 
Ballardong Elders Council. 
The Ballardong Elders 
Workshop will be held on the 
19th September 2017 and all 
Ballardong Elders are 
welcome. 
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Djilba - Growing Season (season of conception)  
August - September  
Djilba season is a time to look for the yellow and cream 
flowers starting on mass. Djilba is a transitional time of the 
year, with some very cold and clear days combining with 
warmer, rainy and windy days mixing with the occasional 
sunny day or two. This is the start of the massive flowering 
explosion that happens in the South West. This starts with 
the yellow flowering plants such as the Acacias. Also 
colours that are around at this time of year are creams, 
combined with some vivid and striking blues. 
 
Traditionally, the main food sources included many of the 
land based grazing animals as in the season before. These 
included the Yongar (kangaroo), the Waitj (emu) and the 
Koomal (possum). 
As the days start to warm up, we start to see and hear the 
first of the new borns with their proud parent out and about 
providing them food, guiding them through foraging tasks 
and protecting their family units from much bigger 
animals, including people.The woodland birds will still be 
nest bound, hence the swooping protective behaviour of 
the Koolbardi (Magpie) starts to ramp up and if watched 
closely, so to do the Djidi Djidi (Willy Wag Tails) and the 
Chuck-a-luck (Wattle Birds) to name a couple of others. 
 
As the season progresses and the temperatures continue 
to rise, we'll start to see the flower stalks of the Balgas 
(Grass Trees) emerging in preparation for the coming 
Kambarang season. 

Type to enter text 
Higher Education 
The State NRM Office is a 
strong supporter of the 
Nyoongar NRM Pathway 
project and have provided 
funding for 2 years. John 
Holley the State Director 
believes that the project 
can establish an Aboriginal 
engagement template for 
increasing Aboriginal 
participation in NRM across 
the State. 

Partnerships with several 
government and non-
government agencies will 
ensure the project efforts 
will not be in vain. Positive 
partnerships include Curtin 
University led by Professor 
Jennifer McIllwain and ably 
supported by Professor 
Kingsley Dixon, Professor 
Renee Young and Professor 
Mick O’Leary. 

The Office of Food Fibre, 
Timber Training Council 
have assisted the project by 
developing the Certificate 
of Rural Operations now 
being offered at Muresk 
Institute. Led by Kay Gerard 
and her staff have been 
strong supporters of the 
Pathway project. 
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Ballardong Heritage Trail 
The Ballardong Heritage Trail begins at the Ngunuk of the 
Swan River in Guildford and winds it way out to Kaata Kidjt 
at Hyde. Stories of past linkages to country and sites are still 
being remembered each time the Ballardong people take 
time to share.  

Ballardong Heritage Trail 1996 
Recent times the Badjaling Wanderers Aboriginal 
Corporation would conduct the Trail for all Ballardong 
members around the long weekend in October to 
celebrate the season of Djilba. Yes car loads of Nyoongar 
would pack up their camping gear and travel on the 
Ballardong Trail reconnecting to the sites both cultural and 
historical. 

In 2018 it is proposed to conduct the Ballardong Heritage 
trail again for all the members of the Ballardong 
community. In the first real long weekend of Easter it is 
proposed to conduct the “Back to Badjaling” re-union and 
it is hoped to welcome all old members of Badjaling back 
home but also the next generations of “Wanderers”.  

So in 2018 come join the Badjaling Wanderers reconnect 
to the sites at Guildford, Greenmount (Chippers Leap), 
Lakes (Wagyle’s Ngung), York (Waytj and Wagyl track), 
Gwambagyine, Greenhills (Ragged Rock Farm), Boonmull, 
Krudapine, Yampin (Corroborree ground), Toapin Weir, 
Groves, Nookaminnie Rock, Quairading, and Badjaling. 
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Badjaling Wanderers 
One of the first Nyoongar 
people to go and live at 
Badjaling was Thomas 
Doodjar Kickett after he lost 
his farm at Ragged Rock, 
Greenhills. 

Over the years several 
families have been through 
Badjaling including several 
Missionaries such as Wilf 
Douglas and Mrs Belshaw 
who later married. Yarrans, 
Kicketts, Winmars, Hansens, 
Picketts, Webdales, 
Blurtons, Meads, Jacksons, 
Wilkes, and so on. 

Today several of these 
families are involved on the 
Badjaling Wanderers 
Aboriginal Corporation as 
volunteers. The aim of the 
Corporation is to service 
and manage the five Elders 
units already onsite and the 
weekender 
accommodation   that is 
provided for all members. 
Cultural reinforcement from 
the Elders residing at 
Badjaling is supported by 
the BWAC committee and 
members. 

BWAC propose to conduct 
the Back to Badjaling and 
Ballardong Heritage Trail in 
2018. 
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 How Can You Help? 
The pilot project will be operating in Quairading to 
establish strong Nyoongar ways of working with the 
school, shire and other agencies over the two year period. 
The aim of the pilot is to ensure the Ballardong community 
have Land Managers to manage the land being handed 
back as part of the Indigenous Land Usage Agreement 
(ILUA). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in participating please contact 
the Project Manager David Collard (Warrdong) on 

mobile 0433 137 277. 

Ballardong 
The Ballardong region 
covers a very large area 
starting from the Swan 
River near Guilford and 
going east to Wave Rock. 

Some of the Towns being 
identified to be part of the 
Nyoongar NRM Pathway 
project. They include: York, 
Northam, Cunderdin, 
Tammin, Kellerberrin, 
Bruce Rock, Corrigin, 
Brookton, Beverley and 
Quairading. Outer towns 
such as Narrambeen, 
Kondinin, Kulin, 
Dumbleyung, Pingelly, 
Goomalling, and Wongan 
Hills will also be part of the 
project. 

All Nyoongars who want to 
become involved in the 
Pathway project should call 
Warrdong and get on 
board. 

Ballardong Nyoongars can 
now provide feedback to 
Warrdong about the 
Pathway project by calling 
him on his mobile 
0433137277. 


