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Nyoongar Knowledge - 
Nyoongar Language 
In 2017 the need to include Nyoongar language to the 
project was highlighted by the students in their 
evaluations of the Pathway project. In 2018 it is proposed 
to conduct Ballardong Language Lessons for the students 
and for the adults who want to learn. 

Ballardong Elder Sealin Garlett will be providing the 
lessons at the Quairading DHS every Wednesday 
commencing soon in Term Two. The Nyoongar Language 
Centre will also be involved with the Pathway project and 
will provide support with language resources for the 
courses. 

The Nyoongar Language Centre through Denise Smith-
Ali will also provide an introduction to the “Masters and 
Apprentice” program previously from First Peoples of 
America. 

It should be noted that lots of Elders have expressed a 
deep desire to learn their own language so they can start 
teaching their own grannies. 

Welcome 
The program has been very 
successful since we started in 
January 2017. I am glad to 
report that we have a strong 
partnership with the school 
and Curtin University and the 
Shire. Success is just around 
the corner. 

Quairading DHS 
2018 has started with a bang 
and things have really moved 
along slowly in the school for 
First Term. New teachers 
mean more recruiting and this 
means that most Teachers are 
coming to grips with their 
school plan for the year. 
Luckily, we still have Pauline 
Wray as the Principal and she 
has allocated this project to 
Mrs Helen Fraser. 

Quairading Shire 
Council 
Mr Graeme Fardon the CEO of 
the Shire will be supporting 
the Nyoongar NRM Pathway 
by working in partnership with 
the Coordinator to develop 
MoU’s with surrounding Shires 
and Schools. This will ensure 
that regional communities 
benefit from the Pathway 
project offered within the 
Shire. 

DJERAN - APRIL-MAY 
“HEAL THE LAND - HEAL THE PEOPLE”  

- HEAL OUR PEOPLE 
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Ballardong Elders 
Old John Blurton (dec) also known as “Black Jack” came 
from New Norcia Mission where his father was a good 
cricket player. Property was purchased out on Cubbine 
Road called Krudapin, near Toapin Weir at Quairading. 
Here he married Gladys Kickett (dec) and raised his family 
that included: Gladys (dec), Roy (dec), Iris (88), Frederick 
(86), Edna (80), Eric (dec), Charlotte (dec), Ernest (dec), 
Margaret (72) and Alma (dec). 

The Blurton family all stayed together on Krudapin and 
other family members of John’s also brought their families 
here and camped around the area as they worked the land 
at Krudapin and surrounding farms. The Fitzgerald’s, 
Yarran’s, Pickett’s and Lawrence’s were included. 

Over time the boys and girls grew into men/women and 
married and worked around Quairading but Roy moved 
over to Brookton after marrying Molly Collard Edna 
married Howard Thomas from the Goldfields and moved 
to Coolgardie and Charlotte went north to Carnarvon. 
Margaret married Wyvern Collard from Brookton and 
moved there and later on Frederick moved down south to 
Busselton after marrying Dorothy Harris. Iris married Neil 
Slater and moved all over the Wheatbelt but spent some 
time in Doodalkine and Quairading. Gladys married 
William McHenry (Henry) and settled in Quairading 
because of their fathers background the Blurtons were 
raised as Catholics. 

The Blurton family made a contribution to the 
development of the Wheatbelt just like the other 
Nyoongar in the early days. Their mother Gladys rode on 
horseback with a petition from her father John Kickett 
seeking support to allow his kids to go to school at 
Quairading. Today Margaret has moved back to 
Quairading and her sister Iris is now living at Badjaling. 
Edna who was born near Badjaling is still in Coolgardie 
and Fred is still in Busselton. 

SWALSC 
The South West Aboriginal 
Land and Sea Council 
(SWALSC) is right behind this 
project to ensure that a 
template for success 
developed and implemented 
in the other five regions. 

• Managing the land that is to 
be transferred across to 
SWALSC. 

• Developing new enterprises 
for Nyoongar employment 
and increasing the “black” 
economy. 

• Maintaining the Nyoongar 
connection to country but 
also providing access to 
cultural sites and 
ceremonies. 

• Strengthening cultural 
knowledge but also 
providing opportunities to 
build a stronger community 
at regional level. 

Muresk College 
The Muresk Institute located 
within Ballardong country is 
also a partner of this project. 

Located near Northam, 
Muresk will provide a great 
venue for educating and 
training our Ballardong 
people in land management 
practices. 

It is proposed to conduct 
several workshops over the 
two year period at Muresk for 
the young Nyoongar aspirants 
but also support the 
Ballardong Elders Council. 
The Ballardong Elders 
Workshop will be held on the 
19th September 2017 and all 
Ballardong Elders are 
welcome. 
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Djeran - Season of Adulthood (Cooler weather begins) 
April-May  
‘First rains – first dew’ began when the weather became cooler 
with winds from the southwest. Fishing continued, the emus 
were fat and the zamia palm nuts, bulbs, and other seeds were 
collected and prepared for food. Colours of this season are red, 
brown and grey. 
 
This intermediate season linked to Bunuru and Makuru and was 
used to build and repair mia-mias (tents) for protection, during 
the cooler weather and south-westerly winds in April and May. 
 
The weather cools and winds swing around to the southwest.  
Bulbs and seeds were collected for food. Yanjidi, an edible root 
of a species of flag (Typha angustifolia) growing along fresh 
water streams and banks of pools, is in season in April and May.  
The broad leaves will have been burned by the summer fires 
which improve the taste of the root. Fishing of the estuaries and 
other waters continued. Group fishing in inland lakes and at 
weirs took place.  

 
 

Higher Education 
The State NRM Office is a 
strong supporter of the 
Nyoongar NRM Pathway 
project and have provided 
funding for 2 years. John 
Holley the State Director 
has now left and Deb 
Slater-Lee now heads up 
the State NRM Office and 
she believes that the 
project can establish an 
Aboriginal engagement 
template for increasing 
Aboriginal participation in 
NRM across the State. 

Partnerships with several 
government and non-
government agencies will 
ensure the project efforts 
will not be in vain. Positive 
partnerships include Curtin 
University led by Professor 
Kingsley Dixon and ably 
supported by Professor 
Renee Young. 

The Office of Food Fibre, 
Timber Training Council 
have assisted the project by 
developing the Certificate 
of Rural Operations now 
being offered at Muresk 
Institute. Led by Kay Gerard 
and her staff have been 
strong supporters of the 
Pathway project. 

Margaret at her 70th with Fred, Iris and Edna 
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Future Opportunities 
 
Over the next few months there will be plenty of opportunities 
for Ballardong members to get involved in the Nyoongar 
Pathway project in Quairading. Congratulations to Kevin 
Fitzgerald for becoming the Ballardong representative on the 
SWALSC Board and thank you to all the members who posted 
their vote.  
 
How to Become a Bush Scientist will be introduced to the 
Quairading DHS students in August 2018 by Felicity Bradshaw 
and supported by her husband Don. This program is about 
teaching our kids about science at a very early age (year1). 
 
Tanya Stul and her family have advised that they would like to 
become involved in the pathway project in 2018 but this is still 
to be ratified. It is proposed to assist the Elders program with 
more workshops and also the development and 
implementation of the Ballardong Heritage Trail in 2018. 
 
The Nyoongar Language Centre will become involved in the 
pathway project to assist in developing and implementing the 
“Masters and Apprentice” program. This is very exciting for all 
involved in the Elders workshops and will be discussed at the 
next Ballardong Elders Workshop on the 23rd April 2018 at 
Muresk. 
 
Exciting times ahead and if you feel like you would like to be 
involved then please call Warrdong on mobile 0433137277. 

Ballardong 
The Ballardong region 
covers a very large area 
starting from the Swan 
River near Guilford and 
going east to Wave Rock. 

Some of the Towns being 
identified to be part of the 
Nyoongar NRM Pathway 
project. They include: York, 
Northam, Cunderdin, 
Tammin, Kellerberrin, 
Bruce Rock, Corrigin, 
Brookton, Beverley and 
Quairading. Outer towns 
such as Narrambeen, 
Kondinin, Kulin, 
Dumbleyung, Pingelly, 
Goomalling, and Wongan 
Hills will also be part of the 
project. 

All Nyoongars who want to 
become involved in the 
Pathway project should call 
Warrdong and get on 
board. 

Ballardong Nyoongars can 
now provide feedback to 
Warrdong about the 
Pathway project by calling 
him on his mobile 
0433137277. 


